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Tim Allen 
The EU has a trade surplus with Mexico, which increased steadily 
during the period considered, passing from 1.3 billion ECU in 1995 to 
5.7 billion euro in 1999. The value of EU exports to Mexico more than 
doubled, passing from 4.5 billion ECU to 10.4 billion euro, whereas the 
value of imports increased by 46%, from 3.2 billion ECU to 4.7 billion 
euro. These figures reflect a real increase in trade volumes, rather 
than price rises. 
Mexico is the EU's second most important Latin American trading 
partner after Brazil, accounting for around 1% of EU trade. Mexico's 
external trade is dominated by the USA, which accounts for three 
quarters of its imports and 87% of its exports. The EU is Mexico's 
second largest trade partner, with 9% of its imports and 3% of its 
exports. 
EU exports to Mexico are very concentrated in 'Machinery and 
vehicles' products; in 1998 almost 5.5 billion ECU of these products 
were exported, equal to a share of 58% of total exports to Mexico. On 
the imports side, the most notable feature is the importance of 'Energy' 
products (largely made up of 'Petroleum oils'), which are equal to 16% 
of total EU imports from Mexico. 
Germany is the Member State with the highest share of EU trade with 
Mexico (39% of exports and 22% of imports). Spanish trade is also 
significant, especially when imports are concerned (19% of the total). 
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Between 1995 and 1999 the value of EU exports to 
Mexico more than doubled, passing from 4.5 billion ECU 
to 10.4 billion euro. This rise was almost entirely the 
result of an increase in the volume of goods exchanged, 
although prices also experienced a slight rise (10%). 
The value of EU imports from Mexico increased by 46% 
between 1995 and 1999, passing from 3.2 billion ECU 
to 4.7 billion euro. Here again this rise was the 
reflection of an increase in the quantities exchanged; 
import prices remained stable on the whole, registering 
an increase of around 4% in 1999. 
It is interesting to compare the increase in EU trade with 
Mexico between 1995 and 1999, with the rise in total 
extra-EU trade in the same period, as this highlights the 
significance of the expansion in exports to Mexico. In 
fact, total extra-EU exports increased by around 30% 
and imports by 40%. 
The EU's trade surplus with Mexico increased steadily 
during the period considered, passing from 1.3 billion 
ECU in 1995 to 5.7 billion euro in 1999. 
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Mexico is the EU's second most important Latin 
American trading partner after Brazil, accounting for 
around 1 % of EU trade. In particular, the importance of 
Mexico as a country of destination of EU products has 
increased since 1995, when it represented around 0.8% 
of total extra-EU exports, reaching 1.3% in 1998. 
Mexico's external trade is dominated by the USA, which 
accounts for three quarters of its imports and 87% of its 
exports in 1998. The EU is Mexico's second largest 
trading partner, with 9% of its imports and 3% of its 
exports. Imports from Asia also represent an important 
share of Mexican imports (10%). Mexico's main Latin 
American trading partners are Brazil, Chile and 
Venezuela, although together they total less than 2% of 
its external trade. 
Mexico has an overall external trade deficit. It is 
interesting, however, that it had a trade surplus of 
almost 8 billion ECU with the USA for 1998. 
Conversely, it registered a trade deficit with its next 
seven largest trading partners. 
Share of Mexican exports, 1998 
Rest of 
the World ^s\a 
1% 00/ ^ 
2 / 0 3% 
Share of Mexican imports, 1998 
Rest of the 





Source: UN. Source: UN. 
eurostat 
12/2000 — Theme 6 — Statistics in focus 
2.TRADE BY PRODUCT 
(million ECU) 
SITC Rev.3, 1-digit 
Total 
0 Food and live animals 
1 Beverages and tobacco 
2 Crude materials 
3 Energy 
4 Animal, vegetable oil, fat 
5 Chemicals 
6 Basic manufactures 
7 Machinery and vehicles 
8 Misc. manufactured goods 





























































































































































EU exports to Mexico are very concentrated in 
'Machinery and vehicles' products; in 1998, in fact, 
almost 5.5 billion ECU of these products were exported, 
equal to a share of 58% of total exports to Mexico, 
whereas the share of this same product group in total 
extra-EU trade was 47%. Almost three quarters of the 
EU's trade surplus with Mexico is made up by the 
surplus for these products. The main 'Machinery and 
vehicles' products exported to Mexico are 'Parts and 
accessories of motor vehicles' (11%) and 'Machinery 
specialised for particular industries' (12%), such as 
'Textile and leather machinery'. 
Also important are exports of 'Iron and steel', within the 
'Basic manufactures' products, corresponding to a share 
of 5%, and 'Organic chemicals' and 'Medical and 
pharmaceutical products', with a share of 4% each, 
within the 'Chemical' products exported to Mexico. 
Conversely, 'Food' and 'Crude materials', together with 
'Miscellaneous manufactured goods', represent a 
smaller share of exports to Mexico than of extra-EU 
exports as a whole. 
EU exportsto Mexico by 
product, 1998 
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Share of EU exports by main products, 1998 
SITC, Rev.3 


















Road vehicles (including air-cushion vehicles) 
Parts and accessories of motor vehicles 
Machinery specialized for particular industries 
Other mach, and equip, for partic.industries 
Textile and leather mach, and parts thereof.n.e.s. 
General ind. mach, and equip., n.e.s., etc. 
Other non-electrical machinery,..., n.e.s. 
Heating and cooling equipment and parts, n.e.s. 
Pumps, air or other gas compressors and fans 
Elee, machinery, app. and appi., n.e.s. etc. 
Iron and steel 
Telecommunications and sound recording etc. 
Organic chemicals 
Power-generating machinery and equipment 
Medical and pharmaceutical products 
Metal working machinery 
Share of exports 



































On the imports side, the most notable feature is the 
importance of 'Energy' products, which are equal to 
16% of total imports from Mexico, whereas these 
products correspond to 9% of total extra-EU imports. 
These consist almost entirely of 'Petroleum and 
petroleum products', in particular 'Petroleum oils'. The 
EU correspondingly registered a trade deficit of 0.5 
billion ECU in 1998 for this product group. 
Imports of 'Miscellaneous manufactured goods' (9% of 
total imports), like the corresponding exports, on the 
contrary, appear to be lower than the EU's average 
imports of these products (16%). Imports of 'Food' from 
Mexico, conversely, are higher than average, and in 
particular 'Vegetables and fruit' (3% of imports). The 
same can be said for 'Organic chemicals', with a share 
of 5% compared to 2% of total extra-EU imports. 
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Germany is the Member State with the highest share of 
EU trade with Mexico. It is also the country accounting 
for around half the EU's trade surplus with Mexico. In 
fact German imports make up a slightly lower share of 
total EU imports from Mexico than for total extra-EU 
imports. German exports, however, at over 3.5 billion 
ECU in 1998, represented a share of 39% of total EU 
exports to Mexico, whereas Germany's share of total 
extra-EU exports was only 29%. This is due to a large 
extent to German exports of 'Vehicles and machinery', 
equal to over 2 billion ECU (44% of total EU exports of 
these products to Mexico). 
It is interesting however that trade in these products 
takes place in both directions, as Germany also records 
a high share of imports from Mexico of the same 
product group (32% in 1998). 
A major contribution to the positive EU trade balance 
with Mexico is also made by Italy, with exports 
exceeding imports by 1 billion ECU in 1998. 
Only two countries, Portugal and Greece, record a slight 
trade deficit with Mexico; these two countries, however, 
also register a trade deficit for their total extra-EU trade. 
EU exports to Mexico by 
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The most interesting feature of EU trade with Mexico is, 
however, the importance of Spanish trade. In fact, with 
a value of exports of just over 1 billion ECU in 1998, 
Spain recorded 11% of the EU's total exports to Mexico, 
whereas its share of total extra-EU exports is not quite 
4%. Furthermore, Spanish imports from Mexico 
accounted for 19% of the EU total, compared to 5% of 
total extra-EU imports. This is due to a large extent to 
Spanish imports of 'Energy products' (68% of the EU's 
total imports of these products from Mexico in 1998). 
It is interesting that EU imports of these products from 
Mexico are concentrated among three countries: Spain 
(68%), Portugal (12%), and the UK (10%). This is a 
particularly high share for Portugal, which registers an 
average share of Mexican imports equal to less than 
3%, and an average extra-EU share of imports equal to 
1%. 
EU exports of these same products to Mexico are even 
more concentrated than imports; the UK, in fact exports 
to Mexico 85 million ECU out of a total of 93 million 
(92%). 
> ESSENTIAL INFORMATION - METHODOLOGICAL NOTES 
Data sources: Customs sources, Eurostat Comext 
database; for Mexican data: the UN' Comtrade 
database. Divergences between the two sources on 
figures concerning bilateral trade can be partly 
explained by the use of different methodologies and 
concepts. 
System: Special trade. 
Goods classification: Third revision of the Standard 
International Trade Classification (SITC). 
Statistical values: CIF values for imports and FOB 
values for exports. 
Indices: Changes over time in the value of trade are 
influenced by changes in prices and the quantities 
marketed. Eurostat calculates Fisher's annual chain 
indices to measure these two effects. Price indices are 
approximated by unit value indices. 
EFTA: Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, Switerland. 
BLEU: Belgo-Luxembourg Economic Union. 
In this report, 1 Bn ECU= 1000 million ECU. 
Please consult www.europa.eu.int/comm/eurostat for further information. 
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